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https://healthoftheair.org

Fine Particulate 
Matter causes 
premature deaths, 
hospitalizations, and 
respiratory illnesses in
the Paso del Norte 
region



https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-
interactive/2023/mar/08/air-pollution-
interactive-map-usa-hotspots



The health impacts are 
not evenly distributed



Design Values
Site 2020-2022 Annual Design Value 

(µg/m3) 
2020-2022 24-hour Design Value 
(µg/m3)

El Paso Chamizal 9.2 22

Desert View 8.9 22

Anthony 8.1 20

Santa Teresa 5.9 18

Las Cruces 5.5 14

https://www.epa.gov/air-trends/air-quality-design-values



El Paso Could Be Designated Nonattainment if 
Annual PM2.5 NAAQS Revised to 9 µg/m3

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-01/PM%20Maps%20-
%202022%20proposal%20%282%29.pdf



Direct emissions 
of PM2.5 
(organic and 
elemental 
carbon) 
predominate 
over secondary 
PM2.5 (sulfate 
and nitrate)

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-
05/Final%20Policy%20Assessment%20for%20the%20Reconsideration%20of%20the%20PM%20NAAQS_May2022_0.pdf








