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• AQI and Air Now: Current
– Air Now Updated Website

– Air Quality Tracker

• Air Sensor Video Series

• Air Now: Future
– AirNow smartphone app being developed

– AirNow Sensor Data Pilot underway

EPA Air Quality Resources 



3

• AirNow reports air quality using the official U.S. Air Quality 
Index (AQI), a color-coded index designed to communicate air 
quality. When you know the AQI in your area, you can take 
steps to protect your health.

• The AQI is used to communicate how polluted the air currently 
is, or how polluted it is forecast to become

• As the AQI increases, an increasing percentage of the 
population is likely to experience increasingly severe adverse 
health effects

• Same AQI scale and color are used for all pollutants and across 
the U.S.

https://www.airnow.gov/aqi
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Air Quality Index (AQI)

Air Quality Index (AQI)
• Links concentrations to health effects and actions
• Nationally consistent
• Ranges from 1 to 500; 101+ is unhealthy 
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AirNow Program

AirNow is the national framework
for acquiring and distributing air 
quality information (AQI)
• Gathers and quality assures data provided by 

150+ federal, state, tribal, and local air quality 
agencies

• Real-time and forecasted air quality information 
to the public

• Provides air quality data feeds and partners with 
national media

• Educates public on air quality and health

America’s “go to” resource for current and 
forecasted air quality information

• https://www.AirNow. Gov
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AirNow –
Updated Website 

• Updated, mobile-friendly site went live April 15th

• YouTube home video walkthrough of site for Earth 
Day
– https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uEaaIzKSPaI&featu

re=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uEaaIzKSPaI&feature=youtu.be
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AirNow –

Updated Website 

• Trends information 

available for each 

reporting area

• New interactive 

map lets users 

explore monitors 

nearest them



Air Quality in 2020 – AQI Tile Plots
https://www.epa.gov/outdoor-air-quality-data

https://www.epa.gov/outdoor-air-quality-data


Daily AQI vs last 20 years
https://www.epa.gov/outdoor-air-quality-data

https://www.epa.gov/outdoor-air-quality-data


Daily AQI vs last 20 years
https://www.epa.gov/outdoor-air-quality-data

https://www.epa.gov/outdoor-air-quality-data


EPA Air Sensor Video Series

Air Sensor Video Series: 

Air Sensor Public Service Announcement – PSA 

(English)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5xlMhUylZ

iI&feature=youtu.be

Air Sensor Public Service Announcement – PSA 

(Spanish)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jHdy7ATR

3ps&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5xlMhUylZiI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jHdy7ATR3ps&feature=youtu.be
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AirNow App - Updates Fall 2020
• Features to be added in phases, 

• Began in Spring and continuing into Fall 

Features to be Added / Updated

• Air quality for the most recent hour at user-

customized location

• Ability to save multiple locations

• Daily forecasts

• Actions and “plan your day” messages 

• Help and definitions for air quality information

AirNow App – Updates Coming Soon

Updated App



13

Features to be Added / Updated (cont.) 

• Air Quality Map

• Fire and Smoke information

• Notifications 

‒ Real-time alerts based on user-saved location 

and/or actual location

‒ Potentially replace EnviroFlash emails in the future

AirNow App - Updates Coming Soon (cont.)
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AirNow Sensor Data Pilot

• Partnership between EPA and the US Forest Service (USFS) 

• Interactive map layer integrates publicly available PM 2.5 data 

from Purple Air sensors with AirNow data and (during wildfires), 

USFS temporary monitor data and smoke information 

– Goal to provide broader coverage during wildfires, 

– Adjustment factor and NowCast will be applied 

• Plan to make publicly available on AirNow for states that opt in to 

have the sensor data included for their state 

• Pilot: Communicating with States/Locals/Tribes, answering  

questions and receiving feedback



Questions?
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